
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Adam-Smith-Prize presented to Janez Potočnik, 25 November 2015, Berlin 

On the path to a greener and fairer society 
We need markets and rules to work for the environment 
Address by Dr. Anselm Görres, Vorsitzender FÖS (Chairman of Green Budget Germany) - 
highlighted and abridged 

Introduction 

It is with great honour that I award the 2015 Adam Smith Prize for Environmental Economic Policy 

to former Commissioner Janez Potočnik, whose work has best represented the vision of many 

green liberals across Europe.  

Much like Adam Smith, Mr Potočnik is a visionary whose progressive thinking has influenced con-

temporary policy-making.  

On behalf of Green Budget Germany – which share his commitment to a greener and fairer market 

society – I am therefore delighted to present this prize.  

We need healthy market economies accompanied by strong governance 

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the “The Wealth of Nations” by Adam Smith, we are once 

again reminded of the need for balance between our economy and governance.  

Adam Smith’s liberal and progressive vision paved the way, in the 18th century, for the establish-

ment of market economies. At a time when social and economic structures were strictly regulated, 

he combined concepts such as economic freedom and competitiveness to find the formula for 

prosperity.   

In today’s world, Smith’s legacy is evidence of transformation and progressive thinking.  

However, the market economies envisaged by Smith have grown to such a level that we need 

strong governance to balance their power. After all, a market without governance is like a fast 

car or bike without brakes.  

Since the industrial revolution, market dynamics have generated unprecedented prosperity while 

also contributing to environmental degradation and climate change. It is no surprise that climate 

emissions have, at many times, grown even faster than the economy.  

So, how do we find a way to establish successful economies in a non-polluted environment?  

The answer to this question brings me to the main point I want to discuss today, which is the 

extraordinary political acumen of policy-makers like Janez Potočnik. 

 

 

http://www.foes.de/internationales/green-budget-europe/?lang=en
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Janez Potoĉnik, a green liberal 

I first met Mr Potočnik in Milan, in the summer of 2014, where we both at-

tended the first joint meeting of the Council of Labour Ministers and the 

Council of Environment Ministers.  

Mr Potočnik gave a powerful speech at the Milano World Expo 2015, discussing 

the need for a new growth paradigm to transition to a more sustainable and 

inclusive economy. 

 

 

A new strategy is indeed necessary to deliver high lev-

els of employment, productivity and social cohesion, 

while at the same time meet environmental goals.  

Resource efficiency, Mr Potočnik highlighted, is about 

producing more value from less material to reduce our 

environmental footprint, which is the essence of 

green growth.  

At the end of the meeting, I was struck by the passion and commitment shown by Mr Potočnik. 

Much like Adam Smith, although at a different time in history, he taught us that a better society 

is indeed possible if we apply the principles of eco-liberalism to our everyday life.    

About FÖS and our vision of a greener and fairer society 

Green Budget Germany introduced the Adam Smith Prize in 2004 – the year the organisation also 

changed its official name from Förderverein Ökologische Steuerre to Forum Ökologisch-Soziale 

Marktwirtschaft. These two events were correlated in that the organisation wanted to provide a 

broader view of environmental justice, that is based on social as well as economic and ecological 

principles.  

Throughout these years, Green Budget Germany has committed to creating a social market system 

with efficient instruments and rules to protect labour and the weaker members of society. In-

spired by Adam Smith’s idea that prices should reflect social costs, we embrace market-based 

instruments – along with direct regulation and a change in people’s life styles – as a means to 

build a greener and fairer society.  

This school of thought is indeed very familiar to most policy-makers in Europe. Many European 

countries, particularly in Scandinavia, are at the forefront of a modern ecological and social rev-

olution. Unfortunately, as new events undermining both social and economic security arise, this 

task has become increasingly harder.  
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Nonetheless, we reunite here today to remind people that a better eco-social market system is 

possible. It is possible if we start learning from the past, combining the following three political 

traditions on which Europe itself thrives:  

1) Liberalism in the spirit of people like Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill or Ludwig Erhard; 

2) Democratic Socialism in the spirit of people like St. Just, Karl Marx, Lord Beveridge or 

Willy Brandt. But also of progressive conservatives like Count Bismarck, and; 

3) Environmentalism in the spirit of people like Al Gore, Sir Nicholas Stern, Ernst Ulrich von 

Weizsäcker, and Janez Potoĉnik.  

 

 

Picture: The author, the honoree Dr. Janez Potočnik and one of the jurors Hans Eichel.  


