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About Green Budget Europe 
Green Budget Europe (GBE) is a European non-profit expert platform on environmental taxation and 

green fiscal reform. GBE works to promote the use of market-based instruments to achieve 

environmental goals while maximising economic and societal benefits. 

The basic premise for our work is that market failures are responsible for many of the environmental 

and climate problems we see today. To address these failures, green taxes and a reform of 

environmentally harmful subsidies are ideal policy approaches because they make prices tell the 

ecological truth. As one example, GBE advocates for more tax on pollution accompanied by reduced 

labour taxes. We believe this reform process – frequently referred 

to as a Green Tax Shift – should be done in a socially equitable 

way. 

Our Europe-wide expert platform includes renowned academics 

and researchers, policy-makers and ministry staff, prominent 

politicians, several former EU Commissioners, as well as 

representatives from civil society organisations and businesses at 

EU level in individual European states, and internationally. 

GBE aims to achieve its goals through knowledge-exchange and 

information-sharing and a combination of research and advocacy 

work at EU level and within EU Member States. Ultimately, GBE 

works to foster a broad-based, cross-party consensus in favour of 

environmental fiscal reform with the support of a wide range of 

stakeholders. 

 

Our work includes: 

 Conducting and disseminating research and best practice to key stakeholders, our networks, and 

the wider public, both at EU level and on Member State level; 

 Organising one-to-one meetings with political decision-makers and others influential in policy- 

making to put forward our arguments or robust reform options and propose implementation 

strategies; 

 Organising and participating in conferences, seminars, workshops and parliamentary hearings to 

foster dialogue and deliver progress; 

 Building alliances with key players to mainstream environmental fiscal reform, and 

 Mainstreaming environmental fiscal reform and disseminating information about the benefits of 

green tax shifts to increase their political feasibility, raise awareness and enhance understanding. 

 

 

Highlights 2016 

 Energy Union governance 
Project 

 FRE-Communicate! Project 

 EU Green Own Resources 

Project and reports 

 Partner in an EU Commission 

project on “Capacity building, 

and communication of EFR and 

budgetary reform”  

 European Cyclists’ Federation 

Project  

 17th GCET in Groningen 

 GBE is member of the “EU 

Alliance for a democratic, 

social and sustainable 

European Semester” 
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GBE in 2016 - overview 

Energy Union governance, communicating EFR, ending diesel subsidies, the need for  

sustainable financing of the EU budget, and much more at EU and national level  

To put some numbers behind the progress they delivered last year, we note:  

 More than 40 meetings at highest level (EU Commission President, Vice-President, Commissioners 

and members of Cabinet, Secretariat General, MEPs, MPs, EU Presidencies, Ministers and their 

cabinets) 

 11 reports, together with partners, based on robust research 

 11 conferences, workshops, capacity building workshops and expert seminars organised or co-

organised by GBE, 33 presentations given at events and more than 64 events where GBE 

presented, participated, organised or collaborated   

 25 articles and Op-Eds incl. in the Guardian, Politico, EurActiv and The Irish Times  

 Increasing media interaction, including a new website and more than 880 Twitter followers  

Review of GBE project work in 2016 

To ensure good governance: Energy Union, European Semester and Circular 

Economy 

This project was funded by the European Climate Foundation.  
Project duration: January 2016 – end of January 2017. Budget: € 233,255 
GBE project manager: Constanze Adolf 

GBE delivered critical work towards a robust and binding long-term Energy Union governance 

framework and to re-orienting the European Semester. This work materialised within the Energy Union 

governance proposals (e.g. legally binding National Climate and Energy Plans (NECPs), the 

development of long-term low emissions strategies, the possibility of the Commission issuing 

recommendations that Member States must act upon, the modification of targets only upwards, etc.), 

the 2017 Annual Growth Survey, the 2016 Country-Specific Recommendations (CSRs) and the 2016 

and 2017 Country Reports. In all the work, GBE ensured a meaningful participation of stakeholders at 

all levels.  

GBE was regularly consulted by key decision-makers, think tanks, research institutes and NGOs in order 

to include GBE’s analysis in publications and presentations, e.g. regarding the Energy Union 

governance design, stakeholder involvement and the need for an ambitious long-term perspective 

after Paris.  

Regarding EU Energy Union Governance, GBE produced 8 policy papers and reports, organised 12 

meetings with EU Vice Presidents and their Cabinets, the Secretariat General of the EU Commission, 

MEPs, MPs and the EU Presidencies, contributed to public debates (24 presentations and 6 capacity-

building activities), released articles and reached out to GBE’s network of more than 1000 newsletter 

subscribers and Twitter followers, and organised 6 events with and for key stakeholders. GBE also 

https://www.google.at/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=energy+Union+winter+package&*
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2017-european-semester-annual-growth-survey_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2016-european-semester-country-specific-recommendations-commission-recommendations_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2016-european-semester-country-reports_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2017-european-semester-country-reports_en
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engaged its network of Member State experts to assess Energy Union Country Fact Sheets and produce 

shadow Country Fact Sheets by identifying areas where governance needs to be improved.  

Regarding EU Semester re-alignment, the European Systemic Risk board (2016)1 and the Task Force on 

Climate-Related Financial Disclosures (2016)2, two key governance bodies of the EU Semester 

recognised the importance of climate change for economic stability. The 2017 Annual Growth Survey 

stressed the urgency of delivering on decarbonisation in light of the Paris Agreement, and of 

establishing a clear link to the Energy Union in terms of providing investor certainty and of making 

progress on the Circular Economy.  

GBE advocated for five Country-Specific Recommendations (CSRs) released for Belgium, Czechia, 

Poland, Romania and the UK on energy and/or transport, and for Latvia on an environmental tax shift. 

For 2016, there are CSR preambles for Luxembourg, Belgium, Ireland, Poland and the Netherlands 

explicitly mentioning a need for climate-related action.  

GBE’s continuous capacity building led to a new record high number of national contributors to the 

5th edition of GBE’s assessment of the 2016 Country Reports and development of shadow Country-

Specific Recommendations to be implemented in the 2017 European Semester process. The 2017 

Country Reports show an uptake of some of the recommendations.  

GBE also strengthened its role as an established expert, e.g. via participation in high-level expert groups 

on the European Semester, as a member of the strategy board of the cross-sectoral EU Semester 

Alliance, presentations, media work, and by organising a monthly NGO roundtable, etc. 

EU Semester Alliance for a democratic, social and sustainable European Semester  

Within the project, GBE continued its leading role in the context of the EU Semester Alliance. The 

Alliance has an increasing membership and currently brings together 18 major European civil-society 

organisations and trade unions3, representing hundreds of member organisations on the ground at 

European, national and local levels in the European Union.  

The main objectives are to ensure that all policies, including macroeconomic ones, contribute to the 

social, environmental/climate targets and equality commitments of the Europe 2020 Strategy. 

Furthermore, the Alliance works to improve the legitimacy of the European Semester through 

strengthening the engagement of environmental, social, equality organisations and trade unions in the 

EU decision-making process. 

                                                           
1 “In the absence of stable price signals and decisive global political commitment to limit climate change, a hard landing is 
more likely.” 
2 “The warming of the planet poses serious risks to many economic sectors, and that it is difficult for investors to know which 
companies are most vulnerable to climate change. (…) Without correct information, investors may incorrectly price or value 
assets, leading to a misallocation of capital.” 
3 Age Platform Europe, Caritas Europe, European Confederation of Independent Trade Unions (CESI), Eurochild, Eurodiaconia, 
European Anti Poverty Network (EAPN), European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities (EASPD), 
European Disability Forum (EDF-FEPH), European Environmental Bureau (EEB), European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), 
European Federation of Food Banks (FEBA), European Federation of National Organisations working with the Homeless 
(FEANTSA), European Public Service Union (EPSU), European Trade Union Committee for Education (ETUCE), European 
Women’s Lobby (EWL), Green Budget Europe (GBE) Housing Europe and Platform for International Cooperation on 
undocumented migrants (PICUM), supported by Social Platform and the European Trade Union Congress (ETUC). 

http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017-02-15-FINAL-EU-Semester-Assessment-Report.pdf
https://www.esrb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/asc/Reports_ASC_6_1602.pdf
https://www.fsb-tcfd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/16_1221_TCFD_Report_Letter.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2017-european-semester-annual-growth-survey_en
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/country-specific-recommendations/index_en.htmhttps:/ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2016-european-semester-country-reports_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2016-european-semester-country-specific-recommendations-council-recommendations_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2016-european-semester-country-reports_en
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017-02-15-FINAL-EU-Semester-Assessment-Report.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017-02-15-FINAL-EU-Semester-Assessment-Report.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/green_semester/expert_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/green_semester/expert_group_en.htm
file:///C:/Users/ConstanzeAdolf.GBE/Dropbox/2015-06_ECF%20Energy%20Union%20Governance/Reporting/semesteralliance.net
file:///C:/Users/ConstanzeAdolf.GBE/Dropbox/2015-06_ECF%20Energy%20Union%20Governance/Reporting/semesteralliance.net
http://semesteralliance.net/
file:///C:/Users/ConstanzeAdolf/Dropbox/Green%20Budget%20Europe/Annual%20Report/2015/semesteralliance.net
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FRE-COMMUNICATE! - Communicating and realising the benefits and potential 

of Environmental Fiscal Reform in Europe 

This project is financed by the Velux-Villum Foundation   
Project duration: April 2013 – end of March 2017. Budget: € 700,735 
GBE project manager: Rozan Consten 

Experience has shown that one of the most fundamental barriers to the implementation of EFR is a 

general lack of understanding among policy-makers, the business sector, the media and the general 

public. Therefore, the FRE-COMMUNICATE! project set out to enhance the prospects for the 

implementation of Environmental Fiscal Reform in Europe by improving the communication of its 

benefits and advantages in comparison to other policy instruments. In order to achieve this goal, GBE 

drew together research on the effects of well-designed EFR measures on the economy, environment, 

public health, employment, equality, etc. and influenced policy discourses and concrete EFR 

implementation by effectively communicating the advantages as well as the challenges of EFR in target 

countries and at EU level.  

In 2016, project staff mainly focussed on: 

Advocacy and communications work on diesel tax reform 

Diesel tax reform is an example of environmental fiscal reform that has received considerable attention 

in the media and that is easily understandable for the general public. We have continued our work on 

fuel taxes with several events in Brussels and at Member State level, lobby activities, the publication 

of a report on NOx taxation, and have received considerable media attention for this work (The 

Guardian, Politico, Irish Times, etc.) 

Advocacy and coalition-building on fossil fuel subsidy reform 

GBE participated in various planning and advocacy meetings on fossil fuel subsidy reform with a 

number of organisations, including CAN Europe, CEE-Bankwatch, the Overseas Development Institute, 

Friends of the Earth Europe, WWF and others. This led to GBE taking on a lead role in the European 

Fossil Fuel Subsidies Awards campaign which started in February 2017, and which is a public-facing 

campaign (see below for further information or here).  

Danish Ecological Council focussing on electricity and biomass tax, nutrients tax, and car tax 

reform 

Our project partner Danish Ecological Council (DEC) succeeded in putting the issue of tax-based 

competitive distortion between biomass and electricity used for heat pumps onto the political agenda. 

Partly thanks to DEC’s efforts, the government will put forward a proposal for a more appropriate tax 

and subsidy regime for biomass this spring. DEC also had a number of meetings with politicians and 

advisors on transport taxation considering non-ETS 2030 targets. Finally, DEC prepared a briefing on 

nutrient taxation and put the issue forward in stakeholder meetings and events.  

 

http://www.caneurope.org/fossil-fuel-subsidies-awards
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Policy Options for Ecological European Own Resources  

This project was funded by the Greens/EFA group in the European Parliament   
Project duration: January 2016 – end of December 2017. Budget: € 26,000 
GBE project manager: Constanze Adolf 

The European Union’s budget is a key enabler for achieving common goals such as protecting the 

climate and environment, creating more social equity and economic cohesion or developing a cross-

border research community. In 2016, its combined resources amounted to € 143.5 billion which 

accounts for around one per cent of the EU GDP or half of Germany’s federal budget. 

However, the EU budget in its current form is not a driver of sustainable development – neither in 

terms of how revenues are raised, nor how they are spent. A reform of the budgetary system to 

address and overcome current complexities could green EU budgets and enhance the transparency 

and visibility of the EU.  

New ‘EU own resources’ could alter the structure of the EU's revenues. In contradiction with the spirit 

of the treaties, the EU budget is today largely financed by Member States' (MS) national contributions. 

Consequently, decisions on the EU budget are increasingly seen as zero-sum games, in which MS focus 

on reducing their national contributions rather than on shared investment. A stronger share of genuine 

own resources would counter the regrettable antagonism between net-payers and net-contributors 

and the perception, by some, of the EU as being a costly burden.  

In this context, GBE drafted two studies for the Greens/EFA group in the European Parliament. Both 

studies added an ecological perspective to the current debate, notably in the context of the high level 

group on own resources which is led by Mario Monti. A new ecological ‘EU own resources’ such as a 

common energy or carbon tax could work as a financial incentive and thereby help to achieve the 

energy and ecological transition that is underway.  

The first study drew on a brief overview of the current Union budget, its shortcomings and its reform 

process, we assessed revenues derived from road fuel taxes, carbon taxes, energy taxes, and fines 

imposed by the Court of Justice of the European Union. 

In spite of a wide pool of experience and evidence-based academic expertise on environmental 

taxation and tax shifts, European policymakers often face challenges communicating environmental 

taxes to crucial stakeholders. In this context, the second study identified four main communication 

barriers which proponents of Green Own Resources need to address: (i) detrimental impact on 

competitiveness, (ii) regressive effect on social equity, (iii) trade-off between revenue stability and 

environmental effectiveness, and (iv) uncertainty about the respect of the subsidiarity principle. 

We developed arguments for each Green Own Resource tailored to key target groups and stakeholders 

in order to provide proponents with an inventory of key messages. The Green Own Resource 

candidates discussed in this study are: EU Carbon Tax, Border Carbon Adjustments, Energy Tax, Road 

Fuel Tax, EU Air Ticket Tax, EU Financial Transaction Tax, EU Corporate Income Tax and Fines of the EU 

Court of Justice. 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/hlgor/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/hlgor/index_en.cfm
http://green-budget.eu/green-taxes-as-a-means-of-financing-the-eu-budget-policy-options/
http://green-budget.eu/communicating-green-own-resources-a-new-narrative-for-the-eu-budget/
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GBE presented the project at the FairTax Vienna conference “Options for an EU Tax as an EU Own 

Resource” on 19 September 2016, at the 17th Global Conference on Environmental Taxation on 23 

September 2016 in Groningen and twice in the EU Parliament, including a press conference.  

The studies were commissioned by Helga Trüpel, Ernest Maragall, Monika Vana and Indrek Tarand, 

members of the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament. 

Capacity building, programmatic development and communication in the field 

of environmental taxation and budgetary reform (GBE is a sub-contractor of 

IEEP who leads a consortium financed by the EU Commission) 

This project was funded by the European Commission  
Project duration: January 2016 – end of June 2017. Budget: € 33,700 
GBE project manager: Constanze Adolf 

GBE is part of a consortium of 8 partners led by the Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP) 

which won a tender from the European Commission’s DG Environment. This project seeks to 

substantially enhance networking between civil society and public authorities interested in the 

reduction of harmful subsidies and the promotion of EFR. The main objective of this project is to 

contribute to a broader development and application of the market-based instruments (MBIs) in the 

field of environmental policy, in particular environmental taxes. This will involve, improving the 

knowledge base, stimulating exchanges of experience and best practice, in particular on pollution and 

resource taxes, and making organisations better prepared to participate in the policy making process 

– both on the national and the EU level. 

GBE played a role in supporting the engagement with civil society. Furthermore, GBE coordinated a 

survey to identify best practices and gaps regarding the involvement of civil society in the development 

and governance of MBIs and drafted a case study, analysing the Irish plastic bag tax. 

GBE contribution to European Cyclists’ Federation blueprint for a European 

Cycling Strategy 

This project was funded by the European Cyclists’ Federation 
Project duration: September 2016 – end of June 2017. Budget: € 5,000 
GBE project manager: Bridget Farrell 

Green Budget Europe (GBE) was approached by the European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF) in September 

2016, and subsequently undertook to be a ‘chapter leader’ in the development of a blueprint for a 

European Cycling Strategy, to be launched at the Velo-city conference in Arnhem-Nijmegen in June 

2017 in the presence of Commissioner Bulc and the Maltese Transport Minister, holding the EU 

Presidency. The aim is to have the Strategy included in the European Commission Work Programme 

2018. 

As agreed with ECF, GBE has been reviewing the content of Chapter 7 (‘Taxation and Funding’) on an 

ongoing basis since October 2016, after developing the content for a subsection of the chapter on fuel 

taxes, and contributing to meetings of the EU Cycling Strategy Expert Group.   

http://www.org.umu.se/fairtax/english/news/newsview/fairtax-research-on-sustainability-oriented-eu-tax-based-own-resources-for-the-eu-budget-presented-at-vienna-conference-.cid275340
http://www.org.umu.se/fairtax/english/news/newsview/fairtax-research-on-sustainability-oriented-eu-tax-based-own-resources-for-the-eu-budget-presented-at-vienna-conference-.cid275340
http://green-budget.eu/1194-2/
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Short outlook into 2017 
To turn to 2017 work already underway, GBE is working on six projects:  

Ending diesel subsidies in Europe  

Funder: Ken Rasmussen Foundation   
Project duration: January 2017 – end of December 2018. Budget: € 322,894 
GBE project manager: Rozan Consten 

GBE will work to end diesel subsidies in seven target MS (DE, FR, IE, LUX, HU, FR and ES) 
Objectives (depending on country): 
 increase diesel fuel tax 

 change circulation/registration tax 

 reform company car taxation 

 introduce fiscal measures at city level such as congestion charging 

 

Fossil-Fuel Subsidy Awards 

Funder: Overseas Development Institute  
Project duration: January 2017 – end of June 2017. Budget: € 5,000 
GBE project manager: Constanze Adolf 

Most governments don’t like to talk about the fact that they are giving money to fossil fuels, and in 

some cases they do what they can to hide them. It is simply unfair to European citizens to keep these 

subsidies in the dark, hiding them behind nice words of climate action. The aim of the European Fossil 

Fuel Subsidies Awards is to put these subsidies in the spotlight and increase the pressure to phase 

them out. Furthermore, we want to advance the awareness, knowledge and use of the concept of 

fossil fuel subsidies in Europe and its various manifestations at the national and international level and 

increase the pressure to phase them out 

GBE contributes to a 4 month long campaign which will be divided into three main parts:  

 Nomination period: 1-18 February 2017 

 Voting period: 3 April - 8 May 2017 

 Award ceremony: 22 May 2017 

See more information and how to vote here. 

To ensure good governance: Energy Union, European Semester and Circular 

Economy 

See above. 

http://www.caneurope.org/fossil-fuel-subsidies-awards
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FRE-COMMUNICATE! - Communicating and realising the benefits and potential 

of Environmental Fiscal Reform in Europe 

See above. 

Capacity building, programmatic development and communication in the field 

of environmental taxation and budgetary reform 

See above. 

GBE contribution to European Cyclists’ Federation blueprint for a European 

Cycling Strategy 

See above. 
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Events hosted or co-organised by GBE 

EU Semester Alliance Stakeholder Meeting 

8 January 2016, Brussels  

GBE co-organised the third Stakeholder Meeting of the EU Semester Alliance with Roy Dickinson, 

Advisor to the Director of policy, strategy and co-ordination of the EU Commission, Directorate General 

for Economic and Financial Affairs. We discussed the latest developments and changes in the 2016 

European Semester, in the light of the Five Presidents’ Report, including a first reaction to the new 

Annual Growth Survey based on the Alliance’s joint letter to President Juncker. A key concern for the 

Alliance is how to increase the opportunities for civil society and trade unions to engage with and 

influence the Semester, at national and EU levels.  

What future for diesel cars?  

17 February 2016, European Parliament Morning Briefing, Brussels  

This European Parliament’s morning briefing heard from four experts in their respective fields: a 

specialist on the climate, environment and health impacts of diesel from the University of Trier, the 

clean vehicles manager of leading NGO Transport & Environment (T&E), and a representative of the 

automobile industry. 

Diesel accounts for 53% of new car sales in Europe, compared to 1–5% in Japan and the US. We know 

diesel cars have a negative impact on local air quality and that leading cities plan to restrict their use. 

But what of their climate impacts? And has their true impact on health really been communicated? 

Can Europe achieve its climate targets without diesel? These are some of the questions that were 

asked at the event – for more information, please see our press release and briefings. 

The AGS behind, the Semester ahead: What proposals to make Europe 2020 more social, 

democratic and sustainable? 

1 March 2016, Cross-Party Hearing in the European Parliament, Brussels  

As a member of the EU Alliance for a Democratic, Social and Sustainable European Semester, GBE co-

organised a cross-party hearing with more than 40 participants. Hosted by Sergio Gutiérrez Prieto MEP 

(S&D) and Marian Harkin MEP (ALDE) in the European Parliament, the event came at a timely moment 

to kick-start discussion around the launch of 2016 European Semester, following the adoption of the 

Annual Growth Survey 2016 in November, and the finalising of the EP own initiative Report on the 

European Semester for economic policy coordination – Employment and Social Aspects in the Annual 

Growth Survey 2016.  

 

 

file://///SRV2015/Data/G-GreenBudgetEurope/2%20Organisation/6%20Formalities/Annual%20report/Activity%20Report%202016/semesteralliance.net
https://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/2015-ags_letter_semester_alliance-16-09-2015.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/diesel-cars-worse-for-climate-than-petrol/
file://///SRV2015/Data/G-GreenBudgetEurope/2%20Organisation/6%20Formalities/Annual%20report/Activity%20Report%202016/semesteralliance.net
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Energy Union: How does Civil Society engage? 

8 March 2016, Capacity-building workshop, Brussels  

In order to facilitate and promote the discussion around governance and the Energy Union, Green 

Budget Europe hosted a full day capacity-building workshop that brought together more than 30 

representatives of the European Commission (DG Energy and European Semester), GBE national and 

EU experts, and civil society organisations. The workshop aimed at updating the GBE network on the 

on-going policy work regarding the Energy Union and ended with an open discussion on the best 

practices for civil society engagement and the importance of a structured dialogue with policy makers. 

Energy Union governance design  

28 April 2016, Expert meeting, Brussels  

This meeting brought together GBE’s think tank, research and advocacy partners to share intelligence 

and develop concrete proposals for an effective, encompassing Energy Union governance design that 

is able to deliver the 2030 EU climate and energy targets, incorporates the EU and national 

commitment to deliver on the Paris Agreement and that includes law-based long-term plan-making 

and reporting processes.  

Tackling air pollution from diesel cars through tax: options for the UK 

30 June 2016, Prospect round table, London  

Green Budget Europe, in collaboration with University College London’s (UCL) Institute for Sustainable 

Resources, organised a roundtable event in London to present its new report: “Tackling air pollution 

from diesel cars through tax: options for the UK“. 

The event was hosted by Prospect Magazine, and involved a wide range of stakeholders from 

campaigners and members of civil society to academics and policy makers. Discussions revolved 

around the main findings outlined in the study, including the potential effectiveness of taxing diesel 

cars according to their NOx emissions, the feasibility of implementing an additional tax reform in 

conjunction the Vehicle Excise Duty, and the use of revenue generated by these measures. 

Diesel, air quality and health 

15 September 2016, Tax briefing, Dublin 

Green Budget Europe, in collaboration with six civil society organisations, held a policy briefing in 

Dublin discussing the importance of increasing the tax on diesel in Ireland ahead of the annual budget. 

Ireland buys the most new diesel cars per head of population (70% of all new sales). The European 

average is 50%, and countries where the sales of new diesel cars were high (e.g. Belgium, France, Spain, 

Sweden and Portugal) are falling sharply – but not in Ireland. Ireland currently taxes diesel 11 cent less 

per litre than petrol. This July the Tax Strategy Group at the Department of Finance mapped out the 

key policy reasons behind the need to equalise transport fuel taxes and a comprehensive phased 5-

year programme to deliver it.  

Slowly increasing diesel tax will provide investment certainty to businesses, reduce pollution and raise 

much-needed revenue to clean up transport. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/energy-union-and-climate_en
http://green-budget.eu/tackling-air-pollution-from-diesel-cars-through-tax-options-for-the-uk/
http://green-budget.eu/tackling-air-pollution-from-diesel-cars-through-tax-options-for-the-uk/
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Engaging with the European Semester at national and EU level 

20 September 2016, Capacity-building workshop, Brussels  

GBE co-hosted a capacity-building workshop with the European Semester Alliance for its members. 

The aim was to bring the members from a wide range of social, environmental NGOs and trade unions 

up to speed on the European Semester process, discuss new developments, exchange experiences and 

share key learning tips on engaging national members. 

Constanze Adolf from Green Budget Europe provided the initial overview, with inputs on national 

engagement from Mary Collins/EWL; Stephan Burger/Eurodiaconia; Emma Grindulis/Eurochild; Sian 

Jones/EAPN and Constanze Adolf. The main outcome from the meeting was a rich exchange on the key 

challenges and new ideas for better involving national members and getting better policy impact. 

17th Global Conference on Environmental Taxation 

22 & 23 September 2016, Groningen (The Netherlands) 

Green Budget Europe, in cooperation with Green Fiscal Policy Network (GIZ, UNEP, IMF) and UN ECLAC, 

held a special workshop on the “Political Dynamics and the implementation of socially inclusive green 

fiscal reform” at the 17th Global Conference on Environmental Taxation. This side event provided an 

opportunity for policy makers and experts to discuss topical issues related to the politics of 

implementing green fiscal reforms in industrialised, emerging and developing economies to support 

the transition to an inclusive green economy and delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

During the GCET, Hans Vos, member of GBE’s Advisory Committee, received the Larry Kreiser Award 

for his outstanding work on green tax reform. 

2017 Country Reports and Country Factsheet Assessment. Creating a momentum for effective 

2030 climate and energy policies.  

20 & 21 October 2016, Brussels  

GBE organised two webinars to update on current EU policy regarding the upcoming Energy Union 

legislation and the EU Semester with national EFR experts and prepared two reports on Shadow 

Country Reports in the context of the EU Semester and Shadow Country Factsheets in the context of 

the Energy Union.  

Towards a democratic, social and sustainable tax system in the EU 

10 November 2016, EU Semester Alliance Tax Dialogue meeting, Brussels  

Building a common understanding of the role of taxation of the work of the Semester Alliance (e.g. 

redistributional effects, fair taxation, environmental effects, etc.), members of the EU Semester 

Alliance exchanged respective positions on taxation, and build a consensus around common messages 

to promote a more social and sustainable EU. The participants developed ideas for a follow-up, e.g. 

development of a common position, a meeting with EC officials, a discussion about our position on 

https://semesteralliance.net/2016/09/28/semester-alliance-capacity-building-session-engaging-with-the-european-semester-at-national-and-eu-level/
file://///SRV2015/Data/G-GreenBudgetEurope/2%20Organisation/6%20Formalities/Annual%20report/Activity%20Report%202016/semesteralliance.net
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/GCET-2016-GFPN-special-sessions-on-political-dynamics-of-EFR.pdf
http://www.rug.nl/research/globalisation-studies-groningen/conferences/gcet17/?lang=en
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017-02-15-FINAL-EU-Semester-Assessment-Report.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017-02-15-FINAL-EU-Semester-Assessment-Report.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017-02-22-final-Energy-Union-Assessment.pdf
file://///SRV2015/Data/G-GreenBudgetEurope/2%20Organisation/6%20Formalities/Annual%20report/Activity%20Report%202016/semesteralliance.net
file://///SRV2015/Data/G-GreenBudgetEurope/2%20Organisation/6%20Formalities/Annual%20report/Activity%20Report%202016/semesteralliance.net
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adequate financing of social protection systems and the delivery of the EU climate and energy policies 

via more EFR.  

Policy Papers and Reports 
“Strengthening Sustainability and fostering Accountability: 2016 Country Specific 

Recommendations in support of the European Semester.” 

Led by Green Budget Europe, CEE BankWatch, EEB and WWF were involved in this report, 01-2016 

 

“What Future for Diesel Cars?” 

Green Budget Europe Policy Briefing, 02-2016  

 

“Energy Union design: key lessons from the European Semester.”  

Green Budget Europe Policy Paper, 03-2016 

 

“The Effectiveness of the European Semester from a governance perspective.”  

Green Budget Europe Policy Paper, 04-2016 

 

“Greening Budgets through the Energy Union and the European Semester.” 

Green Budget Europe Advocacy Toolkit, 04-2016 

 

“Energy Union governance – Options for a meaningful stakeholder involvement.” 

Green Budget Europe Policy Paper, 06-2016 

 

“Tackling air pollution from diesel cars through tax: options for the UK.” 

Report by UCL’s Institute for Sustainable Resources, 06-2016 

 

“Energy Union Governance Cycle.” 

Green Budget Europe Policy Paper, 06-2016 

 

“Policy Options on Green Taxes as a means of financing the EU budget.“ 

Study commissioned by the group of the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament, 07-2016 

 

“Communicating Green own resources. A new narrative needed for the EU budget.” 

Study commissioned by the group of the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament, 10-2016 

 

“From Challenge to Opportunity: Assessment of Country Reports and proposals for Country-

Specific Recommendations in support of the European Semester Cycle.” 

Green Budget Europe Report, in cooperation with CEE BankWatch and the EEB, 12-2016  

  

http://green-budget.eu/2016-country-specific-recommendations-in-support-of-the-european-semester-process/
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016-02-17_Green-Budget-Europe-briefing-for-EP-event2.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016-05-06-Streamlining-Planning-and-Reporting-and-Euroean-Semester.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016-04-27-GBE-Semester-Governance-JN-CA-1.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016-04-29-GBE-Energy-Union_EU-Semester-Toolkit.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/Tackling-air-pollution-from-diesel-cars-through-tax-options-for-the-UK-Full-Report-June-2016-Web.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016-10-20_FINAL_Policy-Options-for-Ecological-European-own-resources.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016-11-03-FINAL-Communicating-Green-Own-Resources.pdf
http://green-budget.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017-02-15-FINAL-EU-Semester-Assessment-Report.pdf
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GBE 2016 Press Coverage  
February  

GBE’s policy briefing on the future of diesel cars, presented in the European Parliament on February 

17, was reported in the Guardian, Reuters, Climate News, Fleet World, Blue and Green Tomorrow 

and Green Style [ITA]. 

See link to the Guardian (19/02).  

See link to Reuters (17/02). 

See link to Climate News (18/02). 

See link to Fleet World (18/02). 

See link to Blue and Green Tomorrow (18/02). 

See link to Green Style (22/02). 

 

12/02 – GBE is quoted in ENDS amid the news that Portugal raised fuel taxes due to low oil price.  

See link. 

 

March 

09/03 – James Nix’ op-ed on the water pricing problem in Ireland is published in the Irish Times.  

See link. 

 

April 

26/04 – GBE is quoted in ENDS amid news that the share of green taxes across the EU is not sufficient 

to meet its 10% non-binding target. 

See link. 

26/04 - James Nix is quoted in Green News following his comments on water pricing in Ireland  

See link. 

Constanze Adolf’s op-ed on the role of the European Semester and its implications for EU climate and 

energy policy is published in Austrian magazine EU Umbweltbuero. 

See link. 

 

May  

18/05 – James Nix is quoted in Politico in relation to Ireland’s struggle to achieve its 2020 GHG 

emissions target.  

See link. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/feb/19/diesel-cars-may-be-be-worse-than-petrol-for-co2-emissions-report-claims
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-volkswagen-emissions-small-cars-idUSKCN0VQ1SZ
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2016/02/18/eu-urged-to-axe-support-for-diesel/
http://fleetworld.co.uk/news/2016/Feb/Diesels-less-efficient-than-petrols-at-curbing-climate-change-study-shows/0434023761
http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/2016/02/18/diesel-cars-worse-for-climate-than-petrol/
http://www.greenstyle.it/emissioni-co2-auto-diesel-piu-inquinante-della-benzina-186068.html
http://www.endseurope.com/article/45170/portugal-raises-fuel-tax-due-to-low-oil-price
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/water-charges-help-us-respect-a-scarce-resource-1.2564865?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.endseurope.com/article/45804/eu-green-taxes-fail-to-pick-up-eurostat?utm_source=26/04/2016&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ENDS%20Europe%20editorial%20bulletin
http://greennews.ie/cutting-the-water-charge-could-cost-irish-taxpayers-more-says-european-thinktank/
http://www.eu-umweltbuero.at/assets/EU-Umweltbuero/Magazin-EUropainfo/EUropainfo-2-16.pdf
http://www.politico.eu/article/ireland-not-green-emerald-isle-greenhouse-gas-emissions-economy-growing-pollution/
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June 

09/06 – An op-ed by James Nix on the water pricing problem in Ireland is published in Village 

Magazine.   

See link.  

 

30/06 – The Guardian reports GBE’s study, published in collaboration with University College London 

(UCL), on how to tackle air pollution from diesel cars through tax in the UK. 

See link.  

See also:  

Link to Prospect UK (07/07). 

Link to Air Quality News (01/07). 

Link to Blue and Green Tomorrow (01/07). 

 

August 

10/08 – the Irish Times quotes James Nix surrounding the dieselisation of Ireland’s car fleet. 

See link. 

 

September  

15/09 – EurActiv publishes an exclusive interview with James Nix on topics such as Brexit, carbon 

pricing and the EU ETS. 

See link. 

See link to interview in CZ. 

 

16/09 – GBE’s tax briefing in Dublin on the importance of increasing excise rates on diesel is reported 

on RTE website and the Liberal website. 

See link to RTE.  

See link to the Liberal. 

 

October 

10/10 – James Nix is quoted in the Irish Times following a joint statement with other Irish NGOs calling 

on the government to increase diesel tax ahead of Budget 2017. 

See link to the Irish Times. 

 

 

http://villagemagazine.ie/index.php/2016/06/waterrors/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jun/30/tax-new-diesels-up-to-5000-to-cut-pollution-says-report?CMP=twt_gu
https://t.co/WO0eF8Ni2e
http://www.airqualitynews.com/2016/07/01/ucl-research-team-calls-tax-diesel-cars/
http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/2016/06/30/report-researches-air-pollution-crisis/
http://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/motors/volkswagen-to-fit-filters-to-petrol-engines-as-legislation-looms-1.2744999
http://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/interview/james-nix-brexit-could-pave-the-way-for-eu-wide-carbon-tax/
http://euractiv.cz/rozhovory/klima-a-zivotni-prostredi/james-nix-brexit-muze-byt-cesta-k-celoevropske-uhlikove-dani/
http://www.rte.ie/news/2016/0915/816860-diesel-fuel-tax/
http://theliberal.ie/diesel-prices-could-soon-rise-after-organisation-group-calls-on-the-government-to-intrdouce-a-levy-on-the-fuel/
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/increase-tax-on-diesel-says-an-taisce-1.2823569
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December  

02/12 – Interview with James Nix, Director of Green Budget Europe, on the dieselisation of Ireland’s 

car fleet post-C40 Mayors Summit, on RTE Radio One’s ‘The News at One’ programme, and quotes 

featured in an article in the Irish Times. 

 

06/12 – GBE’s work on Green Own Resources is mentioned in the context of the launch of the final 

report of the High Level Group on Own Resources chaired by Mario Monti. 

See link to Euractiv.  

 

07/12 Agence Europe published an article on “Time for new “green” own resource, say Greens at 

European Parliament”, presenting the ideas of GBE’s report on Communicating Green Own Resources. 

See link to Agence Europe. 

Newsletter 

GBE published its bi-monthly newsletter. 

The purpose of this editorial is to inform a wide range of people of the recent policy updates in the 
field of Environmental Fiscal Reform across the EU. 

See newsletter archive. 

  

http://www.rte.ie/radio1/news-at-one/programmes/2016/1202/836059-news-at-one-friday-2-december-2016/?clipid=2345624#2345624
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/four-world-capital-cities-to-ban-diesel-vehicles-from-2025-1.2890864
https://www.euractiv.com/section/euro-finance/news/greens-pre-empt-monti-group-report-with-alternative-paper/
http://www.agenceurope.com/en/home.html
http://green-budget.eu/newsletter/
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Structure of Green Budget Europe 
Since late 2014 GBE has been an independent non-governmental organisation under Belgian Law 

(AISBL). The founding members which still play an active role in the GBE network are the Fédération 

Européenne pour le Transport et l’Environnement (T&E), the European Environmental Bureau, the 

Hungarian-based Clean Air Action Group and Aldo Ravazzi, Professor of Sustainable Development at 

the University of Rome as a founding member in his personal capacity. Currently, the organisational 

structure of Green Budget Europe comprises three distinct bodies: the GBE policy officer team, the 

Board of Directors and the Advisory Committee. 

Board of Directors 

GBE is governed by a Board. Underneath the Board is the Director to whom the Board has entrusted 

responsibility for operational matters. 

The Director is answerable to the Board at least 10 times per year. Some eight times a year Board 

meetings take place by telecalls on the second Monday of the month (the default date). On other 

occasions the Board meets in person with the Director and available team members. With Brussels the 

default location, at least one full day is allocated, something which allows for greater interaction, 

discussions of medium-term / long-term strategies and focused policy-related workshops. 

Advisory Committee  

Green Budget Europe’s Advisory Committee performs a vitally important function in aiding team 

members in their work, typically on issue-specific information, country-specific data, or a combination 

of both. 

The Advisory Committee includes serving and former government officials, current and past academic 

experts on environmental fiscal reform as well as member state experts. 

Chair of the Committee is Professor Paul Ekins OBE, Director, UCL Institute for Sustainable Resources, 

University College London and Deputy Director of the UK Energy Research Centre. Vice Chair is Kai 

Schlegelmilch, co-founder of Green Budget Germany. 

Current Committee members: David Gee, formerly European Environment Agency, UK; Valdur 

Lahtvee, Director of the Stockholm Environment Institute, EE; Thomas Sterner, University of 

Gothenburg, SE; Jean-Philippe Barde, formerly OECD, FR; Louise Dunne, University College Dublin, IE; 

Claudia Dias Soares, Catholic University of Portugal, PT; Edoardo Croci, IEFE Research Fellow, Bocconi 

University, IT; Ian Parry, IMF, UK; Pedro Herrera, Complutense University, ES; Hans Vos, Consultant, 

NL; Hans Mayrhofer, Director Ökosoziales Forum, AT; Helen Mountford, World Resource Institute, US; 

João Joanaz de Melo, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, PT; Teresa Ribera, IDDRI Director, FR; Rae Kwon 

Chung, UNESCAP, KO; Janet Milne, Vermont Law School, US; Kazuhiro Ueta, Kyoto University, JP, 

Mikael Skou Andersen, Aarhus University, DK; Carlo Carraro, Ca’Foscari University of Venice, IT; 

Sarianne Tikkanen, Finnish Environment Institute, FI. 

http://green-budget.eu/board/
http://green-budget.eu/about-us/advisory-committee/
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Ambassadors  

GBE Ambassadors are important and influential door-openers to high-level policy-makers with a long-

standing reputation in relation to enhancing environmental fiscal reform. The mandate of an 

Ambassador is two years and is renewable.  

GBE’s current ambassadors are: Frank Convery, Chief Economist of Environmental Defense Fund (EDF), 

IE; Hans Eichel, Minister of Finance from 1999–2005, DE; Franz Fischler, Commissioner for Agriculture, 

Rural Development and Fisheries (1995–2004), AT; Alberto Majocchi, Professor of Public Finance at 

the University of Pavia, Board Member of the Centre for Studies on Federalism, IT; Paul Metz, founder 

and managing consultant of INTEGER consulting, co-founder and first executive director of e5 – the 

European Business Council for a Sustainable Energy Future, NL; Yannis Palaiokrassas, Greek Minister 

of Finance and former European Commissioner for the Environment and Fisheries, EL; Ernst-U. von 

Weizsäcker, former Chairman of the German Bundestag Environment Committee and Co-President of 

the Club of Rome, DE; Jeremy Wates, Secretary General of the European Environmental Bureau, IE; 

Anders Wijkman, Senior Advisor to the Stockholm Environment Institute and Co-President of the Club 

of Rome, SE; Jos Dings, former Director of Transport and Environment. 

 

Figure 1: GBE Organisational Structure and Members 

 

http://green-budget.eu/about-us/ambassadors/

