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About Green Budget Europe 

Green Budget Europe (GBE) is a Europe-wide expert platform which works to promote dialogue 
and deliver progress on Environmental Fiscal Reform (EFR) and on Market Based Instruments 
(MBI) internationally, at EU level, and in individual European states.  

GBE is a continuously growing network of key experts from business, international organisa-
tions, ministries, political decision-makers, the research community and civil society, united in 
their support of applying EFR more frequently and with more tenacity in European countries and 
beyond.   

GBE campaigns for an EU budget, national and regional budgets and fiscal policies that take 
climate, environment and sustainability issues into account and supports partner organisations 
in their campaigns to improve European, national and regional budgeting and spending. Our fo-
cus encompasses all Market-Based Instruments relating to environmental policy, including envi-
ronmental taxation, reform of environmentally harmful subsidies, emissions trading, green public 
procurement, border tax adjustments, environmental fees and charges, heavy vehicle charges, 
deposit-refund schemes, promotion of renewable energy, and many other measures. 

GBE was founded in 2008 and has been run as a project hosted by the Berlin-based German 
NGO Forum Ökologisch-Soziale Marktwirtschaft (FÖS) / Green Budget Germany until this year. 
On 4 November 2014, GBE was officially established as an independent NGO in Brussels.    

Our vision  

GBE’s vision is a fairer, more just society, where polluters pay now, instead of leaving future 
generations to pick up the bill, and a competitive, prosperous EU that leads the world in innova-
tive, pioneering technologies that drive the global transition to a green economy. 

Aims and objectives 

To address climate change and the degradation of the natural environment, a balanced policy 
mix is required including regulation, environmental agreements, environmental taxation, emis-
sions trading, other Market-Based Instruments (MBI) for the environment, and public information 
campaigns. 

After more than forty years of experience with numerous policy instruments one thing is certain:  

Market-based instruments are often the most effective and efficient in tackling environ-
mental challenges while stimulating innovation. Market based instruments for the environ-
ment can unite sustainable development and economic competitiveness, thus fostering green 
growth. 

Our approach rests on four main pillars: 

• More and better environmental taxation and environmental fiscal reform (ETR/EFR) 

• More effective emissions trading 

• Reform of environmentally harmful subsidies 

• Greening EU, national and local budgets 

http://www.foes.de/internationales/green-budget-europe/
http://www.foes.de/ueber-uns/
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We also work to promote green public procurement, green subsidies, feed-in-tariffs, and all oth-
er aspects of green budgetary policy. 

A variety of efficient stra¬tegies can be adapted and im-plemen¬ted to suit the require¬ments of 
a particular country. One of GBE’s tasks is to com¬pare and monitor different national policy 
mixes. 

To meet the challenges we face today, we must move towards market-based policies and 
transparent prices that tell the economic, ecological and social truth and help us create 
an eco-social market economy. 

GBE established as an independent NGO to strenghten the 
European dimension of Environmental Fiscal Reform 

2014 was an extraordinary year for GBE, as we were estab-
lished as an independent not-for-profit organisation under 
Belgian law on 4 November in Brussels. Since 2008, GBE 
had been run as a project within the German think tank 
Green Budget Germany. During this time, recognition among 
experts and policy-makers increased continuously and dur-
ing our last annual meeting in October 2013 in Winterthur, 
Switzerland, the (then still informal) GBE Steering Commit-
tee decided that the time had come to put GBE on its own 
feet. A task force was established which prepared the new 
structure and statutes throughout the first half of this year. 
During the founding meeting, this document was signed by 
our six official founding members: Green Budget Germany, 
the European Environmental Bureau, Transport & Environ-
ment, the Hungarian Clean Air Action Group, the Finnish 
Association for Nature Conservation, and Aldo Ravazzi 
Douvan from Italy in a private capacity. We also elected the 
first GBE Board. 

This means GBE has become a pan-European organisation open for the membership of organ-
isations and individuals. Since the day of the founding meeting, 32 members have already 
joined. But we believe we should be many more! If you are not a member yet, but support our 
vision of a greener and fairer Europe in which prices reflect costs to society and environment, 
please join. 

GBE has also recruited a Director for the new organisation, and is looking forward to welcoming 
James Nix from Ireland as of January to head the team. Trained as a lawyer, with postgraduate 
degrees in transport and planning and real estate, James has been the Director of Operations 
and Policy at An Taisce, the National Trust for Ireland, for the past 2 years. Eike Meyer, Vice Di-
rector at Green Budget Germany, who relocated to Brussels for the past twelve months to steer 
GBE through the transition process, will return to Germany. GBE thanks him for his hard work 
and personal engagement to let GBE become an independent organisation. 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 2014 

CEPRiE Project 

FRE-Communicate! Project 

Annual Conference, Brussels  

GBE as independent organi-
sation 

GBE is part of the Steering 
Committee of the “EU Alliance 
for a democratic, social and 
sustainable European Semes-
ter” 

Global Conference on Envi-
ronmental Taxation 

 

http://www.foes.de/ueber-uns/
http://www.foes.de/internationales/green-budget-europe/ueber-gbe/
http://www.foes.de/veranstaltungen/dokumentationen/2014/bruessel-04112014/
http://www.foes.de/internationales/green-budget-europe/gbe-vorstand/
http://www.foes.de/internationales/green-budget-europe/ueber-gbe/
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GBE projects 

CEPRiE – Carbon and Energy Pricing Reform in Europe 

Follow-up of the CETRiE project – Bring about real and substantial reform in 
carbon-energy taxation 

The overarching aim of the CEPRiE project is to influence fiscal policy and anticipate various 
on-going policy reforms being developed in response to the crisis. As a follow-up of the CETRiE 
project (Carbon Energy and Tax Reform in Europe), this project will build on the foundations laid 
during the first phase – in terms of contacts to high-level decision-makers within finance minis-
tries, national partners and broad networks of contacts in target countries and international insti-
tutions – to bring about real and substantial reform in carbon-energy taxation in selected EU 
Member States and at EU level. 

CEPRiE pursues a multi-level approach to maximise project impact. Work at national level can 
serve as a catalyst for new approaches while there are several strong opportunities at EU level 
to create increased momentum for fiscal reform. 

At the national level, in close co-operation with expert partners, GBE identifies, proposes and 
refines policy proposals in consultation with state governments and national partners and model 
their potential macroeconomic impacts, addressing additional policy needs expressed by Fi-
nance Ministries and others, e.g. on specific causes of resistance to taxation. GBE will build 
strong partnerships with key decision-makers to develop and press for the implementation of 
detailed elements of carbon-energy pricing reforms in the target countries France and Spain, 
and other EU countries when specific windows of opportunity arise.  

At the EU level, GBE will develop and propose specific fiscal policy proposals for inclusion in the 
Country Specific Recommendations (CSRs) developed during the European Semester process. 
They will be presented to key players in the European Commission and the European Parlia-
ment and shall serve as an important tool for national partners to lobby their government on 
EFR. An important additional added value will be the provision of marginal tax curves for speci-
fied target countries and the development of policy proposals for the majority of EU Member 
States, based on information from existing GBE networks and intelligence gathering during the 
project. 

FRE-COMMUNICATE! - Communicating and realising the benefits 
and potential of Environmental Fiscal Reform in Europe 

Improving perceptions and understanding of EFR in Europe 

In 2013, Green Budget Europe and our partners the Danish Ecological Council, the Copenha-
gen-based think tank Concito, and University College London’s Energy Institute have been 
awarded funding to run a three-year Europe-wide project on improving perceptions and under-
standing of EFR in Europe by improving communication of EFR issues. 

Experience has shown that one of the most fundamental barriers to the implementation of EFR 
is a general lack of understanding of EFR amongst policy-makers, the business sector, the me-
dia and the general public. The project sets out to enhance the prospects for the implementation 
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of Environmental Fiscal Reform in Europe by improving the communication of its benefits and 
advantages in comparison to other policy instruments. In order to achieve this goal, GBE will 
draw together research on the effects of well-designed EFR measures on the economy, envi-
ronment, public health, employment, equality etc. and influence policy discourses and concrete 
EFR implementation by effectively communicating the advantages as well as the disadvantages 
of EFR to a broad and diverse audience in target countries and at EU level. An important step 
will be to create new coalitions and alliances lobbying in favour of EFR, including getting busi-
ness on side.  

The project will develop targeted tools and strategies for key stakeholders to communicate what 
EFR is about in an accessible way. During the project, a number of communication strategies 
will be developed to reach diverse target audiences with the aim of engendering more positive 
responses to EFR. The underlying logic of EFR – the realisation of the polluter pays principle, 
emphasising e.g. the potential for joint solutions to tackle multiple aspects of environmental and 
economic crises, needs to develop a better appreciation amongst the general public. 

GBE hosted events in 2014 

European Semester Alliance Launch and Hearing 

Brussels, 7 April 2014 

On 7 April 2014, the new EU Alliance for a Democratic, Social and Sustainable European Se-
mester was launched at the European Economic and Social Committee. The Alliance, of which 
GBE is a founding member, is a broad coalition bringing together environmental, social and 
equality NGOs and trade unions. Highlighting the failure of the Europe 2020 Strategy commit-
ments and official targets in the social, environmental, employment and equality fields, the Alli-
ance members come together to call for progress on the Europe 2020 Strategy commitment and 
for reviving the involvement of civil society organisations and trade unions in the shaping of Eu-
ropean policies. 

The event was also the occasion for the EU Semester Alliance members to present their joint 
analysis of the 2014 Semester and more specifically its proposals for Country Specific Recom-
mendations for 18 EU Member States. 

More information 

Prospects for Environmental Fiscal Reforms in Times of Economic 
Crisis 

Cyprus, 5-6 June 2014 

Cyprus, a Eurozone country, is currently faced with not only a serious financial and fiscal crisis, 
but also with several environmental problems notably energy-related ones. Therefore, it is the 
right time for national authorities to consider moving to a rigorous environmental tax reform. 

Together with Professor Theodoros Zachariadis who runs an EU Jean Monnet project entitled: 
"European Energy and Environmental Policies at a Crossroads" at the Cyprus University of 
Technology, GBE organised a number of high-level meetings to discuss opportunities for an 
enhanced EFR agenda for Cyprus within its GBE-project. 

http://semesteralliance.net/


Green Budget Europe Activity Report 2014 Page 7 

 

GREEN BUDGET EUROPE (GBE)  

European Semester – Capacity Building Workshop 

Brussels, 6 June 2014 

GBE, as part of the Steering Committee of the European Semester Alliance for a democratic, 
social and sustainable European Semester, co-organised a 1-day Capacity Building workshop 
for 35 Alliance members in Brussels which several participants considered a "very useful, dy-
namic and powerful day". The workshop was primarily aimed at national members of the Alli-
ance, including the 3 pilot alliances in Denmark, Bulgaria and Ireland, but also representatives 
from the Brussels level. GBE Vice-President András Lukács presented best practice examples 
from Hungary. 

Panel Debate: Environmental Fiscal Reform, Growth, and 
Employment in the Context of the Spanish Debate on Tax Reform 

Madrid, SPAIN, 12 June 2014 

This panel debate was organised in cooperation with the Universidad Nacional de Educación a 
Distancia in order to discuss the possibilities and challenges of Environmental Fiscal Reform in 
Spain. Spain is facing significant economic challenges and is in need of a new taxation strategy, 
that will have the least impact on the real economy and a positive one on employment. Although 
EFR can contribute to both of these objectives, its use is still very limited in Spain, where the 
share of environmental taxes is one of the lowest in the whole EU. In the political context where 
they now start discussing proposals for a comprehensive reform of the Spanish tax system, this 
debate contributed to discuss the role of environmental and energy taxation.  

Global Conference on Environmental Taxation 

Copenhagen, DENMARK, 24-26 September 2014 

GBE was a sponsor of the Global Conference on Environmental Taxation, held this year in Co-
penhagen, Denmark. The GBE team presented its research findings from the FRE-
Communicate project, including investigations into communication and political acceptance of 
Environmental Fiscal Reform, and analysis of political opportunities for reform through the Eu-
ropean Semester process in two of the project target countries, Spain and Germany. Professor 
Paul Ekins of University College London presented the preliminary findings of a report commis-
sioned by GBE and due to be published in the coming months. 

Expert Workshop on Border Carbon Adjustments  

Brussels, 7 October 2014 

Green Budget Europe, together with Vivid Economics, organised an expert seminar on 7 Octo-
ber 2014 in the Brussels offices of GBE to explore an alternative approach to the problematic 
that carbon pricing will lead to carbon leakage, a decline in industrial competitiveness and in-
creased unemployment via Border carbon adjustments (BCAs). The seminar gathered a group 
of 17 expert stakeholders, bringing together a variety of perspectives from industry and industry 
associations, academics, NGOs as well as from the OECD and IEA, to discuss some of the key 
design issues surrounding the introduction of BCAs, with a particular focus on the European Un-
ion. It addressed, in particular, the most appropriate and practical BCA design options, and 
which steps would be needed next to take an initiative to introduce BCAs in the EU. 
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Green Budget Europe Founding Meeting 

Brussels, 4 November 2014 

GBE has officially been established as an independent NGO based in Brussels. Representa-
tives of the six founding members convened on this day in the morning to sign the statutes un-
der the supervision of a Belgian notary. After the formalities were given due attendance and a 
first Board was elected, most of the day was dedicated to open discussions about strategy and 
priorities of the new organisation. The new and old President of GBE is Anselm Görres, Jos 
Dings and Aldo Ravazzi-Douvan were elected Vice Presidents, and Eike Meyer is treasurer of 
GBE. 

Green Budget Europe Annual Conference: "Recovery, Jobs and 
Sustainable Prosperity. A New Agenda for Green Fiscal Reform in 
Europe" 

Brussels, 5 November 2014 

The 2014 GBE Annual Conference provided a platform to discuss the potential of green fiscal 
reform to create jobs and aid economic recovery. We discussed the opportunities and shortcom-
ings of the European Semester as a key process to move this agenda forward. 

During the conference, key findings and experiences with green fiscal reforms were presented 
and discussed with stakeholders from business, labour unions, and social groups; recent suc-
cesses and current challenges with green fiscal reforms in individual member states were pre-
sented; and the potential role of green fiscal reform in the European Semester process and for 
economic recovery was evaluated with representatives from the EU institutions and environ-
mental groups. 

 

GBE Publications 

Policy Papers and Reports 

March 2014 – GBE, EEB and CEE Bankwatch Alternative Country Specific 
Recommendations 

This report provides country specific recommendations and justifications for greening the EU 
economy in 18 Member States through the European Semester process. 

10/03/2014 – TTIP and Fossil Fuel Subsidies: Using international policy processes 
as entry points for reform in the EU and the USA 

GBE, in cooperation with the Heinrich Böll Stiftung, released this report, which assesses the po-
tential of international processes to act as possible routes for reforms on fossil fuels in a transat-
lantic context.  

http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-04-CSR_Recommendations_2014_20140404_FINAL.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-04-hbs_TTIP_Fossil_Fuel_Subsidies.pdf
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13/03/2014 – La importancia de incluir aspectos ambientales en la reforma fiscal 

GBE and its Spanish partners have published a manifesto, which enhances the importance and 
the possibilities of Environmental Fiscal Reform in Spain. 

April 2014 – European Semester Alliance Country Specific Recommendations 

This document provides country specific recommendations on several social as well as envi-
ronmental dimensions in 27 Member States through the European Semester process.  

June 2014 – Paying the Polluter: Environmentally harmful subsidies and their reform 

Jacqueline Cottrell, Senior Policy Advisor at GBE, contributed a chapter on the political econo-
my of subsidy reform, focusing on drivers for change, in this book, edited by Frans Oosterhuis 
and Patrick ten Brinck.  

September 2014 – Environmental fiscal reform: Windows of opportunity 

Constanze Adolf, Director of the Brussels Office of GBE, published an article in the International 
Tax Review, which focuses on environmental fiscal reform in a post-crisis context, and assess-
es the prospects for EFR to raise government revenues and promote the polluter-pays principle. 

October 2014 – Toolkit for engaging with Europe 2020 and the European Semester 
2014-2015 

GBE, as member of the European Semester Alliance, has published this toolkit for national 
stakeholders to engage with the European Semester on the national level. 

October 2014 – Let’s make the European Semester smart, sustainable and inclusive  

GBE, as member of the European Semester Alliance, published this report which assesses the 
content and process of the European Semester in 2014, in the context of the Mid-Term Review 
of Europe 2020 and its governance processes.  

Consultations 

2013-2014 – GBE was consulted as an expert for this opinion of the European Economic and 
Social Committee for their . 

25/03/2014 – Opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee on the Market-based in-
struments towards a resource efficient and low carbon economy in the EU (own-initiative opin-
ion) 

31/10/2014 – Public Consultation on the Europe 2020 strategy  

GBE participated in the public consultation of the European Commission regarding the mid-term 
review of the Europe 2020 strategy. 

http://www.foes.de/pdf/140701_Manifiesto_final.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-04_Semester-Alliance-joint-CSR-proposals-report-07-03-2014.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-08-ITR%20Article.pdf
http://www.eapn.eu/images/stories/docs/SemesterAlliance/2014-Semester-Alliance-Toolkit.pdf
https://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/2014-semester-alliance-semester-report1.pdf
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.nat-opinions.30549
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-04-NAT_620%20Market-based%20instruments%20%20Low%20carbon%20economy%20in%20the%20EU.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-10-31_GBE%20Europe%202020%20Mid-term%20review%20comment.pdf
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Letters to EU decision makers 

17/01/2014 – Fiscal consolidation, structural reforms and carbon taxation at the 
European Parliamentary Week (20-22 January)  

Letter to Sharon Bowles, Chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs 

20/03/2014 – Make use of the European Semester – Input to the European Council, 
20-21 March 2014, Brussels  

Letter by Hans Eichel to the Heads of State and Government and the President of the European 
Council 

07/07/2014 – Question to the Candidate President of the European Commission on 
increasing democratic legitimacy and engagement in the European Semester  

Questions by the EU Alliance for a democratic, social and sustainable European Semester to 
the future president of the European Commission  

05/09/2014 – Questions to the designated Commissioner for Economic and Monetary 
Affairs 

Questions by Constanze Adolf send to Mr. Gualtieri, Chair of the ECON Committee in the Euro-
pean Parliament, to be asked to the designated Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Af-
fairs 

Newsletter 

March 2014 - Green Budget News 32 

Newsletter covering GBE’s activities, publications and events as well as Green Budget Reform 
activities on the international, European and national level 

July 2014 - Green Budget News Special Edition  

Special edition of GBN covering the European elections, the revision of the energy tax directive 
and the upcoming Italian presidency of the Council of the EU 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foes.de/pdf/EP_LetterParliamentary%20Week%202014_20140117%20Copy.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-03_Letter%20European%20Council%20_Hans%20Eichel.pdf
http://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/semester-alliance-letter-template-mep-2014-07-07.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-09-05%20Questions%20Gualtieri.pdf
http://www.foes.de/media/GBE-News/GBE-News-32.htm
http://www.foes.de/media/GBE-News/GBE-News-Special-Edition.htm
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Summary and outlook to 2015 

We would like to thank you for your important support in the past and look forward to our work in 
the future. While 2014 has been a year with a lot of internal work towards becoming an, inde-
pendent organisation, 2015 will be a key moment to build on our extensive network and to cam-
paign on EFR at EU level, i.e. within the European Semester, the review of the Europe 2020 
strategy, the ETS reform and the new EU Commission and at national level.  

Over the year, GBE organised eight events, spoke to key decision-makers in the EU and at na-
tional level and brought together numerous experts from many different fields to compare and 
contrast their experiences with EFR. The team was invited to contribute to a lot of panel de-
bates, reflecting a growing interest in the work we do. 

In 2015 as in the past, we will continue spreading the word that green taxes and fiscal reform 
can make our economies work for people and planet. Reforming our fiscal systems will enable 
us to use taxes as a tool to shape our society, making it fairer and more equal – and to protect 
our climate and environment.  

In this endeavour, we appreciate your help! GBE membership is still growing and every event 
we host or attend increases the size of the GBE network. However, GBE cannot continue to 
grow and develop without the support of dedicated individuals and organisations. You can sup-
port us by making a donation or by becoming a member of GBE. You can collaborate in our pro-
jects or put us in touch with others who you think may be interested. We always welcome infor-
mation and intelligence about EFR in your country. 

We look forward to collaborating with as many of you as possible next year – and wish you all 
the best for the festive season and a good start in 2015. 

 

http://www.foes.de/pdf/Members%20application%20form_FIN.pdf
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Structure of Green Budget Europe 

Throughout 2014, Green Budget Europe was still run as a project on the basis of the FÖS, while 
preparations were underway for establishing it as an independent organization. 

GBE functions as an international expert platform and is run as a project of the German NGO 
Forum-Ökologisch-Soziale Marktwirtschaft. Country delegations pay an annual contribution 
towards the day-to-day running of GBE. 

Delegations can be made up of a number of different organisations, or one organisation. Mem-
bers of delegations may be ministries (Environment Ministries in France and the Czech Repub-
lic), NGOs or other Civil Society organisations (EEB, T&E), business associations (Öbu), think 
tanks (FÖS), foundations (Pusch) or university departments (e.g. University College London). 

Current members include: Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Swit-
zerland, and the UK. The umbrella NGO organisations EEB and T&E have organisational 
membership of GBE. 

The GBE Steering Committee is the leading body of GBE, in which decisions are made. It en-
compasses up to 15 people from all over Europe, women and men, from larger and smaller 
countries. 

The wise patrons are prominent people and multipliers, who can open doors and support GBE, 
but are not expected to cooperate on a day-to-day basis. They represent GBE in their institu-
tions and in the public eye in their country. 

Active Members are renowned experts in Environmental Fiscal Reform, who fulfil a part of the 
organisational and strategic tasks of GBE. We aim to have 1-3 active members in each Europe-
an country.  

The GBE team in Brussels represents GBE at the EU working-level. 

GBE also works with a very large network of organisations and experts, who both give and re-
ceive priority information about EFR and cooperate with GBE on a day-to-day basis. 

 


