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About Green Budget Europe 

Green Budget Europe (GBE) is a Europe-wide expert platform which works to promote dialogue 
and deliver progress on Environmental Fiscal Reform (EFR) and on Market Based Instruments 
(MBI) internationally, at EU level, and in individual European states.  

GBE is a continuously growing network of key experts from business, international organisations, 
ministries, political decision-makers, the research community and civil society, united in their sup-
port of applying EFR more frequently and with more tenacity in European countries and beyond.   

Our focus encompasses all Market-Based Instruments relating to environmental policy, including 
environmental taxation, reform of environmentally harmful subsidies, emissions trading, green pub-
lic procurement, border tax adjustments, environmental fees and charges, heavy vehicle charges, 
deposit-refund schemes, promotion of renewable energy, and many other measures. 

GBE focuses on MBIs to support a sustainable recovery and a green economy. Much of GBE's 
current work highlights the significant contribution environmental taxation and subsidy reform can 
make to fiscal consolidation, arguing that measures relating to the financial crisis should take sus-
tainability criteria into account. 

GBE was founded in 2008 and is currently run as a project hosted by the Berlin-based German 
NGO Forum Ökologisch-Soziale Marktwirtschaft (FÖS) / Green Budget Germany.   

Aims and objectives 

Sir Nicholas Stern has called climate change “the greatest market failure that the world has ever 
seen”. This market failure derives from polluters not covering the cost of pollution – and as long as 
this continues, the market will work against the environment, not in its favour. As a policy instru-
ment, Environmental Fiscal Reform sets out to rectify this market failure and make polluters pay. 

GBE campaigns for an EU budget, national and regional budgets and fiscal policies that take cli-
mate, environment and sustainability issues into account and supports partner organisations in 
their campaigns to improve European, national and regional budgeting and spending.  

The primary objective of GBE is to secure the fulfilment of EU climate targets, and to work hard to 
ensure that average global temperatures do not increase by more than 2°C.  

To this end, we are aiming for:  

 the cooperative development of new, innovative environmental fiscal instruments with our part-
ners, 

 the evaluation and continuous improvement of existing instruments in environmental policy,  

 and the active dissemination and circulation of the advantages and benefits of EFR instruments 
and lobby work to support their implementation. To this end, GBE hosts conferences, lobbies 
decision-makers, publishes media articles, research reports, policy papers and book chapters, 
and disseminates the results of its work in the media and on the internet. 

The long term result of these activities will be to advance innovative and sustainable con-
sumption and production patterns in all relevant sectors of European economy and society 
via prices that tell the economic, environmental and social truth. These objectives relate di-
rectly to the objectives of the 7th EU-Environmental Action Programme and the Europe 2020 Strat-
egy.  

 

http://www.foes.de/internationales/green-budget-europe/
http://www.foes.de/ueber-uns/
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GBE projects 

CEPRiE: Carbon and Energy Pricing Reform in Europe 

At the height of a severe economic and fiscal crisis for the majority of EU Member States, the pri-
mary motives and forces acting upon the decision makers will be achieving fiscal consolidation 
whilst not endangering growth and employment. Furthermore, they will have to work hard to com-
ply with EU Treaties, which are creating momentum for increased policy coordination and coopera-
tion between Member States as part of the convergence process of the European Semester and 
the Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance. 

This process of harmonisation may provide opportunities for greening fiscal policy as a long-term 
solution which respects environmental and social imperatives. Thus, there is an urgent need to de-
velop and present specific policy proposals for a sustainable recovery. The solution: Carbon-
energy pricing to bring about significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and a shift to-
wards sustainable fiscal consolidation within a low-carbon economy. 

As a follow-up of the CETRiE project (Carbon Energy and Tax Reform in Europe), this project will 
build on the foundations laid during the first phase – in terms of contacts to high-level decision-
makers within finance ministries, national partners and broad networks of contacts in target coun-
tries and international institutions – to bring about real and substantial reform in carbon-energy 
taxation in selected EU Member States and at EU level. 

FRE-COMMUNICATE: Communicating and Realising the Benefits and 
Potential of Environmental Fiscal Reform in Europe  

One of the most fundamental barriers to the implementation of Environmental Fiscal Reform (EFR) 
is a widespread lack of understanding about EFR’s role and benefits. This is most notably seen 
amongst policy-makers, the business sector, the media and the general public as well. In re-
sponse, this project sets out to raise awareness and improve understanding of the way EFR works, 
by developing different communication strategies for different target groups to communicate the 
advantages and benefits of EFR in a clear and accessible way. 

This project will emphasise the proven effects of well-designed EFR measures while raising EFR 
awareness. This will be done through strategically designed communication strategies which will 
explain the underlying logic of EFR. On a policy level, progress will be made with new coalitions 
and alliances in favour of EFR in order to increase the proportion of total tax revenues from envi-
ronmental taxation and to reduce EHS. This will notably be done on the level of the European Se-
mester and in the European Council.  

RE-COMMUNICATE: Communication Strategies for Renewable 
Energy 

The project initiated by the International Energy Agency's Renewable Energy Technology Deploy-
ment (IEA-RETD) deals with improving communication strategies for renewable energies (RE). 
Three organisations are involved in this project, Green Budget Europe, the International Institute 
for Sustainable Development and the renewable communication consultancy Collings and Monney. 
This emerged out of the IEA-RETD’s commissioning a study in 2014 to provide ideas and tech-
niques on how to benefits of renewable energies can be better communicated to and by policy 
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makers and other stakeholders. The scoping study should provide strategies and tools on how to 
promote renewable energy both efficiently and effectively. 

 

GBE hosted events in 2013 

Second RE-COMMUNICATE workshop "IEA-RETD Country 
Experiences with Renewable Energy Communications - Barriers, 
best practice, knowledge gaps and ways forward" 

Brussels, BELGIUM, 12 February 2013 

The second workshop presented the results of the scoping study exploring the current experience 
in IEA-RETD member countries of developing effective communication strategies for renewable 
energy. These experiences and findings were discussed in interactive discussion sessions. Finally, 
the meeting set out to identify knowledge gaps in renewable energy communications or barriers to 
improved communications and address ways in which IEA-RETD can tackle these problems. 

The report can be downloaded from the GBE website. It developed an idealised model of a com-
munications process and on that basis, a series of guidelines for policy-makers on how to promote 
RE both more efficiently and effectively. It also proposed a number of recommendations for policy-
makers going forward, also addressing possible routes to counter negative messages. The authors 
also proposed two possible follow-up projects: A detailed analysis of public opinion to understand 
better misconceptions about RET on the part of the general public and the creation of a communi-
cations knowledge platform for renewable energy. 

Public Hearing at the European Parliament "Strengthening the 
democratic legitimacy of the European Semester - Civil Society 
proposals for smart, sustainable and inclusive recovery" 

Brussels, BELGIUM, 14 May 2013 

On 14 May 2013, GBE co-organised a cross-party hearing on the European Semester at the Euro-
pean Parliament co-hosted by MEPs Marije Cornelissen, Group of the Greens/European Free Alli-
ance; Veronica Lope Fontagné, European People's Party; Marian Harkin, ALDE; Sergio Gutiérrez 
Prieto, S&D and the Civil Society ad-hoc coalition: European Anti-Poverty Network, European 
Women's Lobby, Eurochild, EASPD, Caritas Europa, Eurodiconia and the AGE platform Europe. 

The European Commission, the Council and Members of the European Parliament welcomed the 
initiative and agreed with more the than 70 participants that austerity and sanctions are not working 
to tackle the ongoing crisis and that citizens need a voice in the process. 

Launch Event CEPRiE project 

Paris, FRANCE, 26-27 September 2013 

GBE organised a 1½ day project kick-off meeting from 26-27 September in Paris, hosted by Fon-
dation Nicolas Hulot (FNH), one of the French partner organisations.  

http://foes.de/pdf/2013-04-IEA-RETD-RE-COMMUNICATE-Report.pdf


Green Budget Europe Activity Report 2013 Page 6 

 

GREEN BUDGET EUROPE (GBE)  

The research project partners are: Vivid Economics, the Observatoire français des conjonctures 
économiques - centre de recherche en économie de Sciences Po (OFCE) for France and the En-
ergy Chair / Orkestra (Basque Institute for Competitiveness) for Spain.  

In France, we will campaign together with the Fondation pour la Nature et l’Homme (FNH), Réseau 
Action Climat France, (RAC-F) (the French Climate Action Network CAN) and France Nature Envi-
ronnement (FNE), an organisation which represents 3,000 French mainland and overseas associa-
tions. For Spain, Fundació ENT will be the main advocacy but also a research partner.  

One first action: FNE and RAC-France are co-organising a round table debate on “The economic, 
social and environmental benefits of an environmental fiscal reform” on 16 October 2013 in the 
French Parliament (Assemblée Nationale). Framing carbon pricing and reaching key decision 
makers as well as industry, media and the wider society will be key for successful implementation 

of the 2 years project (see above). For more information on CEPRiE click here.  

High-Level Roundtable discussion „The economic, social and 
environmental benefits of an Environmental Fiscal Reform“  

Paris, FRANCE, 16 October 2013 

After a series of failed attempts to introduce a carbon tax in France, the 2014 budget might open a 
new window of opportunity. In the context of a proposed carbon element and thus as a first but 
significant step towards an Environmental Fiscal Reform, the French Parliament’s Committee for 
Sustainable Development and Landuse Planning and the French Commission for Environmental 
Fiscal Reform in partnership with the Council of Economists for Sustainable Development organ-
ised a high-level event at the French Parliament. 

Frank Convery, GBE's "2013 Environmental Fiscal Reformer of the Year" and Director, Earth Sci-
ences Institute UCD at University College Dublin will give a keynote on "The Irish experiences of 
introducing an Environmental Fiscal Reform". 

In 2009 a ruling of the Constitutional Court, coupled with a loss of public support for a proposed 
carbon tax, largely due to its perceived regressive nature, resulted in the removal of green tax re-
form from the mainstream political agenda. So the round table debate organised on "How to bal-
ance Environmental Fiscal Reform and social justice"  by the three CEPRiE partner Fondation Ni-
colas Hulot (FNH), France nature Environnement (FNE) and Réseau Action Climat (RAC), together 
with representatives from consumer organisations and labour unions will be a crucial step forward. 

Annual Conference 2013 "Green Taxation and Emissions Trading – 
Making Market-Based Instruments work” 

Zurich/Winterthur, SWITZERLAND, 24 - 25 October 2013 

The 2013 Green Budget Europe (GBE) Annual Conference has being jointly organised by Öbu – 
Swiss Network for Sustainable Business, ZHAW – Centre for Economic Policies – and Green 
Budget Europe. More than 40 key experts and another 100 participants have been invited to dis-
cuss and analyse the ongoing Swiss initiative of implementing environmental taxation as part of the 
2050 energy strategy. The second day set out to explore tangible ways of overcoming existing bar-
riers for the effective functioning of the European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) in 
the context of the ongoing discussion on the EU 2030 energy and climate targets. 

The aim of this high-level event was to identify emergency and long-term responses to mitigate the 
impact of the economic and fiscal crisis, especially by looking on the potentials of a green tax re-

http://www.fondation-nicolas-hulot.org/
http://www.rac-f.org/
http://www.fne.asso.fr/
http://www.foes.de/internationales/green-budget-europe/gbe-projekte/ceprie/?lang=en
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form in Switzerland, and to initiate a much-needed dialogue on the transformation of the interna-
tional ETS architecture. Thus, the conference aimed to act as a vehicle for innovative and in-depth 
analysis of the situation in Switzerland and the EU, to explore ways of overcoming existing barriers 
for the implementation of an ambitious Environmental Fiscal Reform, and an ambitious EU ETS, at 
national and EU level, and to move the agenda forward on designing more efficient policies at 
global level. 

 

GBE Publications 

Policy Papers and Reports 

02/2013: Third Time Lucky: Why France Should Implement Carbon-Energy Taxation, 
in: International Tax Review, 02/2013 

This article examines France’s current situation and its struggles while demonstrating the benefits 
of carbon-energy taxation and demonstrating that taxation can be beneficial to all parties involved. 

 
 
03/2013: GBE, EEB and T&E Country Specific Recommendations  

This paper provides country specific recommendations and justifications for greening the EU econ-
omy within the European Semester Process. 

03/2013: GBE Background Paper RE-COMMUNICATE 

This background paper emphasizes the need to use Europe’s 2020 at the national level to encour-
age the creation of further environmental fiscal reforms. It notably highlights national stakeholders 
as prime actors in the policy making process. 

03/2013: RE-COMMUNICATE: Communication Strategies for Renewable Energy  

This report examines possible pathways for more effective renewable energy communications 
campaigns across a number of case studies. This report was drafted by the IEA-RETD. 

05/2013: GBE Comment on the EP’s vote on Backloading  

This short paper explains GBE’s regret in seeing the European Parliament’s rejection of the 
recent proposal that aimed at partly tackling the oversupply of emission allowances in the 
EU’s ETS. This article notably notes that this rejection puts in jeopardy the EU’s 2020 ta r-
gets.   

http://www.internationaltaxreview.com/Article/3146483/Third-time-lucky-for-French-green-taxes.html
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-03-09_CSRs_recommendations_2013.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/GBE_Background%20paper%20Europe2020_20140303_CA3.pdf
http://foes.de/pdf/2013-04-IEA-RETD-RE-COMMUNICATE-Report.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-04-25_EU_ETS_Backloading%20rejected.pdf
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05/2013: GBE Position Paper on the need for the backloading proposal to be part of 
the EU Emissions Trading Systems  

This paper highlights GBE’s support for the back loading fo the auctioning of carbon emission 
allowance in the EU ETS and vote in favour of the Groote Report. Also available in German.  

06/2013: Position Paper by András Luckács (GBE Vice-President) on the effect of EU 
spending on Hungarian society  

This paper explains that the EU’s money is being incorrectly spent in Hungary and if anything 
is only reducing the countries’ competitiveness. It has created greater social inequalities and 
there must be radical changes in the EU’s current spending strategy.    

12/2013: Is a 2°C climate target from 2020 cost-efficient? in: International Tax Review, 
12/2013 

This article explores possible approach to environmental fiscal reform to achieve EU 2020 
goals while ensuring long term growth. 

12/2013: Handbook Of Research On Environmental Taxation  

This book provides a splendid treatment of environmental taxation that encompasses the basic 
conceptual issues, problems of tax design and implementation, and several insightful case studies 
that show how environmental taxes actually work in practice. 

GBE vice-president Kai Schlegelmilch especially contributed to chapter 7, “Designing environmen-
tal taxes in countries in transition: a case study of Vietnam”. He advised the Ministry of Finance on 
behalf of the GIZ (www.giz.de), the German development agency, on how to design and introduce 
the ecotax legislation which came into force beginning 2012. 

Consultations 

01/2013: Ensuring Sustainable Development globally: EU follow-up to Rio 20 
 
03/2013: Options for structural measures to tackle the supply-demand imbalance of the EU ETS  
 
07/2013: Green Paper on a 2030 framework for climate and energy policies 
 
09/2013: Assumptions to be used for new EU ETS carbon leakage list 2015-2019 

 

Letters to EU decision makers 

11 March 2013: "Strengthening the European Semester, 2013 Country Specific Recommendations" 
to EU Commissioners Šemeta, Rehn, Potočnik and Hedegaard and Members of the European 
Parliament 

http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-08-05_ETS%20Backloading%20April%20Plenary_GBE_EN.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2014-01-10_ETS%20Backloading%20April%20Plenary_GBE_DE.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-06-19_EU_budget_Hungary.pdf
http://www.internationaltaxreview.com/Article/3288091/Is-a-2-climate-target-from-2020-cost-efficient.html
http://www.e-elgar.com/Bookentry_Main.lasso?id=13862
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-01-17_rio20_follow_up_GBE.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-03-14_GBE_Consultation_restructuring_EU-ETS.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-07-03_Green%20paper%20on%20a%202030%20framework%20for%20climate%20and%20energy%20policies.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-09-10_GBE%20carbon%20leakage%20consultation%20response%2020130830%20PDF.pdf
http://www.foes.de/pdf/2013-03-14_Letter_Commissioner_Semeta.pdf
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Newsletter 

May 2013 

 

Summary and outlook to 2014 

2013 has been an important step forward for GBE. With CEPRiE and FRE-Communicate! (see 
above) two major projects started and we finished the RE-Communicate! project. The Re-
Communicate! scoping study has been very widely read by policy-makers and has been influential 
in shaping policy debate in several countries. It also provided an excellent entry point to further 
GBE´s work on behavioural economics. The first project activities and the kick-off meeting may 
well in the medium term result in substantive GHG emissions reductions, if elements of the 
measures proposed are implemented in target countries in the coming months and years. 

Throughout the year, GBE brought together numerous experts from many different fields to com-
pare and contrast their experiences with EFR. The annual conference in Winterthur, Switzerland, 
established strong links to our Swiss partners and attracted high-level speakers from around the 
world to discuss different carbon pricing mechanisms.  

GBE met European Commission representatives from DG ECFIN, DG TAXUD, DG Climate Action 
and DG Environment and at numerous events in Brussels and throughout Europe, including the 
IKEM summer academy and the 15th conference of green party communications officers in Brussels, as well as at 

the 2013 Global Conference on Environmental Taxation in Kyoto, Japan.  

We are now strongly looking forward to 2014. The next year will be particularly exciting for us as 
we will go through an internal transition period to grow from a project of Green Budget Germany to 
an independent organisation under Belgian law in the course of the year. The Brussels office got 
support from Eike Meyer, Vice-Director of Green Budget Germany, to manage this process. From 
20 January 2014 onwards, Rozan Consten will join our team as project officer which is a significant 
step forward for GBE.  

On the political agenda, the EU elections may mark a new era for the 28 Member States with po-
tentially a new Eurosceptic camp and the question, which role EFR will play. GBE will broaden the 
work on the European Semester and the negotiations on the energy and climate policies for 2030. 
At national level, we will support a number of EFR processes, i.e. in Italy, Cyprus and Portugal.  

 

http://www.foes.de/media/GBE-News/GBE-News-31.htm
http://foes.de/pdf/2013-04-IEA-RETD-RE-COMMUNICATE-Report.pdf
http://ikemsummeracademy.de/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Agenda_SA20131.pdf
http://europeangreens.eu/news/conference-green-party-communications-officers-brussels
http://www.econ.kyoto-u.ac.jp/gcet/
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Structure of Green Budget Europe 

GBE functions as an international expert platform and is run as a project of the German NGO Fo-
rum-Ökologisch-Soziale Marktwirtschaft. Country delegations pay an annual contribution towards 

the day-to-day running of GBE. 

Delegations can be made up of a number of different organisations, or one organisation. Members 
of delegations may be ministries (Environment Ministries in France and the Czech Republic), 
NGOs or other Civil Society organisations (EEB, T&E), business associations (Öbu), think tanks 
(FÖS), foundations (Pusch) or university departments (e.g. University College London). 

Current members include: Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Switzer-
land, and the UK. The umbrella NGO organisations EEB and T&E have organisational member-
ship of GBE. 

The GBE Steering Committee is the leading body of GBE, in which decisions are made. It en-

compasses up to 15 people from all over Europe, women and men, from larger and smaller coun-
tries. 

The wise patrons are prominent people and multipliers, who can open doors and support GBE, 

but are not expected to cooperate on a day-to-day basis. They represent GBE in their institutions 
and in the public eye in their country. 

Active Members are renowned experts in Environmental Fiscal Reform, who fulfil a part of the or-

ganisational and strategic tasks of GBE. We aim to have 1-3 active members in each European 
country.  

The GBE team in Brussels represents GBE at the EU working-level. 

GBE also works with a very large network of organisations and experts, who both give and receive 
priority information about EFR and cooperate with GBE on a day-to-day basis. 

 


